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For a time caught up to God, as once * ** V * 7 ‘ 

Mofcs was m the mount, and miffing l on * 

And the great Thifbitc, who on fiery wheels 

To be th’inv^mof^X To eTfy ht’emT ^ 

WhlCh Jet Unf0Und ^wo^have thought 
6 -^° btain > ^-find: 

Gnttus miffing of the Moldavian fell upon Maylat. Knolles 
The moral and relative perfeftions of the Deity are eafy 

0 “"?,™ y us; ' ,po ' 1 ““ 1 "‘* rd “°"« «"»»> 
Mm. n.f. [fmm the verb.] Jltterlurft &r««. 

J- Lofs; want. 

In humble dales is footing fall. 

The trode is not fo tickle. 

And though one fall through heedlefs haftc 
Tr ct ,s his miff not mickle Spenfer’s Pajlorals. 

I could have better fpar’d a better man. 

Oh I fhould have a heavy mifs of thee. 

If I were much in love with vanity. Shakefp. Henry 1V 
If thefe papers have that evidence in them, there will be 
no great mifs of thofe which are loft, and my reader may be 
fatishcd without them. / , 

2 . Miftake; errour. ***** 

He did without any great mifs in die hardeft points of 
grammar. Afcbanis Scboolmaffer. 

Missal n.f [mtjfale, Lat. miffl, Fr.J themafs book. 

.By .the rubnek of the miff,l, in every folcmn mafs, the 
prieft is to go up to the middle of the altar. Stilling fleet 
To Missa'v. v. n. [mis and J'ay.] To fay ill or wrong. 

1 heir ill haviour garres men miffay. 

Both of their doftrine and their fay. Spenfer's Pafl. 

Diggon Davie, I bid her godday, 

Or Diggon her is, or I miffay. Spenfer's Pafl. 

We arc not dwarfs, but of equal ftature, if Vives miffay 
n ” t ; Haknvill on Providence. 

To Misse'EM. v. n. [mis and feem .] 

1 . To make falfe appearance. 

Foul Duefla meet. 

Who with her witchcraft and mffeeming fweet 
Inveigled her to follow her defires unmeet. Fairy Queen. 

2 . To mifbecome. Obfolete both. 

Never knight I law in fuch mffeeming plight. Fa. Qu. 
To Misse'rve. v. a. [mis and ferve.] To ferve unfaithfullyT 
Great men, who mijferved then country, were fined very 
‘ highly. _ Arbutlmot on Coins. 

To Missha'pe. v. a. part, mijhaped and mijhapen. [mis and 
fhape.] To fhape 91; to form ill; to deform. 

A rude mijhapen, monftruous rabblemcnt. Fa. Qu. 
His monftruous fcalp down to his teeth it tore. 

And that misformed Iliape, inisffaped more. Fairy Qiieen. 

Him then fhe docs transform to monftruous hues. 

And horribly misjbapes with ugly fights, 

Captiv’d eternally in iron mews. Fairy Qtteen, b. ii. 
This misffaped knave, 

His mother was a witch. Shakefpeare's Tempefl. 

And will fhe yet debafe her eyes on me. 

On me that halt and am misjhapen thus. Sbak. Rich. HI. 

Let the misffaped trunk that bears this head 
Be round impaled with a glorious crown. Shakefpeare. 
Pride will have a fall: the beautiful trees go all to the 
•wreck here, and only the misjhapen and defpicablc dwarf is 
left Handing. UEJlrange. 

Pluto hates his own misjhapen race, 

Her filler furies fly her hideous face. Dryden's /En. 

They make bold to deftroy ill-formed and misffaped pro¬ 
ductions. Locke. 

The Alps broken into fo many fteps and precipices, form 
one oFtbe moft irregular, miffapen feenes in the world. Addif. 

We ought not to believe that the banks of the ocean arc 
really deformed, becaufe they have not the form of a regular 
bulwark; nor that the mountains are misjhapen , becaufe they 
are not exaft pyramids or cones. Bentley's Sermons. 

Some figures monftrous and misjhap'd appear 
Confider’d fingly, or beheld too near. 

Which but proportion’d to their ficc or place, 

Due diftance reconciles to form and grace. Pope. 

2 . In Shakefpeare, perhaps, it once fignifics ill directed: as, to 
ffape a courfe. 

Thy wit, that ornament to fhape and love. 

Mi sff open in the conduct of them both. 

Like powder in a fkill-lefs foldicrs flafk, 

1 fet on fire. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

Mx'ssile. adj. [mijftlis, Lat.] Thrown by the hand ; striking 
at diftance. 

Wc bend the bow, or wing the truffle dart. Pope. 


Mission, n.f [mifffo, Latin.] 
i- Comnuffioh ; the ftate of bein* f Pn t k„ e 

fon ^cing the defart wild, ^ UP ‘ eme authori ‘)’- 
All h,s great work to come before him fet, 

How to begin, how to accomplifh beft, 

H,s end of being on earth, and miffon high. Milt P 
. Th e divine authority of our miffon f.h ' Pa, % 

tn uv & ir hi s h -pncft Of our j^ofeffion ChriftT? ^ 
publickly difputed and denied. ’ are 

2. 1 erfons fent on any account, ufuallv to n rn n 1M( . ..'TH- 
In thefe fhips there fliould be a mtflionlr f ? lglon - 

of Sow. houfe,tt 

faence, mann&aures, a„d mveSion, of 

bring us books and paterns; and that the « and 

nV ab n° ad tiU the ncw Bacofls 

3- Difmiffion; difchaige. Not in ufe. * dthatis. 

In Cefar’s army fomewhat the foldiers would have U. 
yet only demanded a miffon or difeharge, though withV d ’ 
tontion it fhould be granted, but thought to wrench 
toother defires; whereupon with oSe cry theyi,^ 

4- Faftion; party. Not in ufe. Bacon '^pcphtii. 

Glorious deeds, in thefe fields of late. 

Made emulous miffons ’mongft the gods themfdves. 

And drove great Mars to faction. ShJ. r. 

Mission arv. F«„cb.] 0„ c f™,oTI'- 

Mi ssi oner. J gate religion. ^ P a * 

You mention the prefbyterian mffonary, who hath been 
perfccuted for his religion. „ J n 

Like mighty mijfioner you come, 

Ad partes infidelium. n , 

Mi'ssive. adj. [miffmc, French.] 

1 . Such as may be fent. 

The king grants a licence under the great feal, called a 
conge d efl.rc, to cleft the perfon he has nominated by his 
letters mtffive. dvKtrj. o 1 

2. uftdM-Siihnc. 

In vain w'ith darts a diftant war they try 

Mnwk ,hC ” #i " W “' P °" * 

1 . A letter fent: it is retained in Scotland in that fenfe. 

Great aids came in to him; partly upon mi fives, and 
partly voluntaries from many parts. ' Bacon’s Henry VII, 

2 . A meflenger. 

Rioting in Alexandria, you 
Did pocket up my letters; and with taunts 
Did gibe my mijfive out of audience. Shaiejfeare. 

While wrapt in the wonder of it came mifiruey from the 
king, who all hail’d me thane of Cawdcr. Shakefp. Moduli. 
Misspe'ak. v.a. [mis and fpeak.] To fpeak wrong. 

It is not fo ; thou haft mifpoke , mifheard; 

Tell o’er thy tale again. Shakefp. King Leer. 

A mother delights to hear 

Her early child mffpeak half-utter’d words. Dm/. 

Mist. n.f. [nupr, Saxon.] 

1 . A low thin cloud; a fmall thin rain not perceived in fingle 
drops. 

Old Chaucer, like the morning ftar, 

To us difeovers day from far ; 

His light thofe miffs and clouds diifolv’d 

Which our dark nation long involv’d. Denim,. 


And 


And niffs condens’d to clouds obfeure the fky, 
ad clouds difiolv’d, the thirfty ground fupply. Rojcsnrnsn. 


As a miff is a multitude of fmall but folid globules, which 
therefore dclcend; fo a vapour, and therefore a watry cloud, 
is nothing elfe but a congeries of very fmall and concave glo¬ 
bules, which therefore alcend to that height, in which they 
are of equal weight with the air, where they remain fu.fpeml- 
ed, till by fomc motion in the air, being broken, they dc- 
feend in folid drops; either fmall, as in a miff, or biggei, 
when many of them run together, as in rain. Grr.c. 

But hov’ring miffs around his brow's arc fpread, 

And night with fable fhades involves his head. Dryout. 

A douct is nothing but a mff flying high in the air, as 4 
miff is nothing but a cloud here below. 

2 . Any thing that dims or darkens. 

My peoples eyes were once blinded with fuch miffs of * u ‘' 
picion, they arc loon mifled into the moft defperate 

His paflion caft a mff before his fenfe, ; 

And cither made or magnify’d th’ offence. -C, 

To Mist. v.a. [from the noun.] To cloud; to cover wit- 
vapour or fleam. 

Lend me a looking-glafs; 

If that her breath will miff or ftain the ftene, 

Why then fhe lives. Shakefp Ling e 

Mista'kable. adj. [from mffake.] Liable to he concei 

It Is not ftrange to fee the difFerence of a third P** ® n /j 
large an account, if we connder how differently t ) ^ 

forth in minor and lefs mi/lakablc numbers. 

Tu 



m r s 

To Mista'ke. v. a. [mis and take.] To conceive wrong; to 
take fomething for that which it is not. 

The towns, neither of the one fide iior the other, willingly 
opening their gates to ft rangers, nor ftrangers willingly en¬ 
tering for fear of being mffaken. Sidney. 

Thefe did truly apprehend a great affinity between their 
practice of invocation of faints and the heathen idolatry, or 
clfc there was no danger one fhould be mijlaken for fhe other. 

Stillingffeet . 

This if neglcfteJ will make the reader very much mffake, 
and mifunderftand his meaning, and render the fenfe very 
perplexed. Locke. 

Fancy pnfles for knowlege, and what is prettily faid is mij¬ 
laken for folid. Locke. 

Fools into the notion fall. 

That vice or virtue there is none at all : 

Afk your own heart, and nothing is fo plain, 

'Tis to mffake them cofls the time and pain. Eepe. 

To Mista'ke. v.n. To err; not to judge right. 

Seeing God found folly in his angels; mens judgments, 
which inhabit thefe houfes cf clay, cannot be without their 
nffakings. Raleigh’s Hi ft. of the JVorld. 

Seldom any one mffakes in liis names of fimplc ideas, or 
applies the name red to the idea green. Locke. 

Servants mffake , and fometimes occafion mifunderftand- 
ing, among friends. Swift. 

Mista’es. pier, and part. paff. of mffake for mffaken, and fo 
retained in Scotland. 

This dagger hath mffa’en ; for !q { the /heath 
Lies empty on the hack of Mountague, 

The point misfheatlicd in my daughter’s bolbm. Shakefp. 

To Le Mis i a'ken. To err. 

England is fo idly king'd. 

—You are too much mffaken in this king: 

Queftion, your grace, the late embafl'adors, 

How modeft in exception, and withal 

How terrible in conftar.t refolution. Shakefp. Henry V. 

ATffaiun Brutus thought to break their yoke. 

But cut the bond of union with that ftrokc. Waller. 

Mista'ke. n.J. [from the verb.] Mifconception; error. 

He never fhall find out fit mate ; but fuch 
As fomc misfortune brings him, or mffake. Milton. 

Infallibility is an abfolute fecurity of the underftanding from 
all poffibility of mffake in what it believes. Ttllotfon. 

Thofe terrors are not to be charged upon religion, which 
proceed either from the want of religion, or fuperflitious mif- 
takes about it. Bentley’s Sermons. 

Mista Kr&JCLY. adv. [from mffaking.] Erroneoully ; faillv. 

} J 16 CTtor is not in the eye, but in the eftimativc faculty, 
which miff a kingly concludes that colour to belong to the wall 
which does indeed belong to the objeft. Boyle on Colours. 

1 o Mista'te. v. a. [mis and ffate.] To ftate wrong. 

They mff ate the queftion, when they talk of preffin- cere- 

T T 105 - / . Bijhop Sandcrfm. 

To Miste ach. v. a. [mis and teach.] To teach wrone. 

Such guides fliall be let over the feveral congregations as 
will be lure to mff each them. Bijhop Sander Jon. 

The extravagances of the lewdeft life arc the more con- 
lummate dilordcrs of a miff aught or neglefted youth. 

T difoto MP£R ' [w " and *"**•} To tem P er i to 
This inundation of mffemper’d humour 

Sh'sTB* by r y °rV 0nly t0 a C quallflcd - Shakefp. King John 

M what R ;Jof. C ° m m -P“ r ' tfade ’ Fiench ’ ] What 

' ^ The rccIcrofs knight toward him crofted faft, 

Fo weet what mffer wight was fo difmay’d, 

I here him he finds all fenfelcfs and aghaft. Stenfer 

Hence bamfhed, is bamlh’d from the world ; J 
And world ex.1 d is death. That baniflied 

To Misthi'nk^T” r ■ t I ■ Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 
mong T » lhi " k . to think 

ftovi- wili ,l,e country, fo, thefe wofu | * 
mffhtnk the king, and not be fatisfy’d c; 1/7 / r 

We, the greateft, arc mff hough/ Shakefpeare. 

r or things that others do. Shakefb Ant n * 

"■ f [from ^3 Cloudinefs; « aK of teng 


M I S 

Mi'stion. n. f. [from miffus, Latin.] The ftate of being 
mingled. . 

In animals many aftions are mixt, and depend upon their 
living form as well as that of mff ion, and though they wholly 
feem to retain unto the body, depart upon dilunion. Browne. 

Both bodies do, by the new texture refulting from their 
miffion , produce colour. Boyle on Colours 

Mistleto e. n.f [myj-relcan, Saxon; miftel, JDanifh, bird* 
lime , and tan, a twig. J A plant. 

The flower of the miJHetoe confifts of one leaf, which is 
fhaped like a bafon, divided into four parts, and befet with 
warts ; the ovary which is produced in the female flowers is 
placed in a remote part of the plant from the male flowers, 
and confifts of four fhortcr leaves; this becomes a round berry 
full of a glutinous fubftance, inclofing a plain hcart-fhaped 
feed : this plant is always produced from feed, and is not to 
be cultivated in the earth, as moft other plants, but will 
always grow upon trees; from whence the ancients account¬ 
ed it a fuper-plant, who thought it to be an excrclcence on 
the tree without the feed being previoufly lodged there, which 
opinion is now generally confuted. The manner of its pro¬ 
pagation is as follows, viz. the miffetoe thrulh, which feeds 
upon the berries of this plant in winter when it is ripe, doth 
open the feed from tree to tree ; for the vifeous part of the 
berry, which immediately furrounds the feed, doth fometimes 
fallen it to the outward part of the bird’s beak, which, to 
get difengaged of, he ftrikes his beak at the branches of a 
neighbouring tree, and fo leaves the feed flicking bv this vif¬ 
eous matter to the bark, which, if it lights upon a fmooth 
part of the tree, will faften itfelf, and the following winter 
put out and grow: the trees which this plant doth moft rea¬ 
dily take upon arc the apple, the alh, and fome other finooth 
rind trees: it is oblervable, that whenever a branch of an 
oak tree hath any ot thefe plants growing upon it, it is cut 
off, and prclerved by the curious in their collections of na¬ 
tural curiofities. Miller. 

. If fnowe do continue, fheepe hardly that fare 
Crave miffle and ivic for them for to fpare. Tnjfer’s Huff; 

A barren and detefted vale, you fee it is: 

The trees, though Summer, yet forlorn and lean, 

O’ereome with mofs, and baleful mijfclto. Shakefpeare. 
Mtjfeltoe groweth chiefly upon crab trees, apple trees, lomc- 
t.mes upon hazles, and rarely upon oaks; the mijfcltoe whereof 
is counted very medicinal: it is ever green Winter and Sum- 
mer and beareth a white gliliering berry; and it is a plant 
utterly differing from the plant upon which it groweth. Bacon. 

All your temples ftrow 

With laurel green and faced miffetoe. Gays Trivia. 
Mi stlike. adj . [mff and like. J Refotnbiing a mift. 

Good Ro*ico, hide thylelf. 
h u, \ lcfs ‘he breath of heart-fick groans, 

Mt/thke infold me from the fearch of eyesT Shakefbeart 

Mistold, particp. pafl! of tnjleli. ' ^ 

Mistq'ok, particip. pall, of mffake. 

Look nymphs, and fhepheids look. 

What hidden blaze of majellv, 

Too divine to be mijlook. ' ise j. 

Mi'stress. n.f [maffrejje, maitrtjfe , French.] 

1 vant' , ° man Wh ° g ° VCms: ***** to Objeft or to fer- 

Hcre flood he in the dark, his fharp fword out. 
Mumbling of wicked charms, conj’ring the moon 
To ftand s aufpicious vuffrejs. ‘ Shakefp. King Lear. 
Let us prepare 

Some welcome fo, the mljlr.fi of houfc . ^ 
Like the lilv, 

T i /ir f " f tht field a nd flourifh’d, 
fhoke 

M -y n ‘‘//J s herc bes inurther’d in her bed. Shakefo Othello 

reo a„?S; 

W„„de, Wfdp mjhtfi! 

Thou art foie WoJer, mS £- arm 


Milton. 


-j-L r . X. 1 muoneis, with d 
Thofe who aflert the lunar orb prefides 
Oer humid bodies, and the ocean guides ■ 

W b h f foeT S | ° bl<:qUi0l,S Cbb ’ or filing run 
With the declining or encreaftng moon • § 

As mffrefs of IT rtoTKc 

-p, ’ -o What a miferable fpeftacle fc 310 Blackmon. 

veto f dc P redation of air upon watry moifture an I at fea fo long! ‘ ’ , “ tio . n had been 

; ns of tours^ffomTTf !f ’ in thc fudden vanHh- *’ Th^l !, h ? pofl ^ s facu bies Uniniured^^^ ** CoinT ' 

J Sidney , h, ij. 

Ages 
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